















































































































































































































































































































































Josiaa's and Sarah's Screp-book
THE GREAT PYRAMID OF JERZEH

) A few miles from the city of Cairo in Egypt are umine pyra- -
mids, three of which are known as the major pyramids and six small
ones. Quibell, in first beholding these three major pyramide said,
"We have to take them in mentally, their immensity, their strange-
ness, end the stranzeness of the narrow land, The Pyramids have
somathing of the quality end calm of the everlasting things; the
desert, or the hills, or the multitudinous stars that said, We
ere steadfast, we are not as ye'. 'The pyramids have st00d chunpgo-
lecs these thousends ol years, wille the geanerctions of men, toil-
ing, fighting, rejoiecing, despairing, have breathed and passed &a-
way. 4ll the world's history has rolled by since they were built,
and we strain across the gulf to feel for a human touch to tell us
if these men, who lighted the torch of human progress, were indeed
men of like passions with ourselves. It is too far off to tell.™

Doubtless, more has been written about the great pyramid of
this group then any other structure on earth. The name of the
great Pyramid is taken from & nearby village, spelled sometimes as
we have it, Jeezeh, often as Giezeh, or Geezeh., The purpose of this
brief survey is 10 give some of the opinions as to its origin and
use and some interesting statements that have been made concerning
it.

According to McCathery, there are thirty-eight pyramids in
Egypt, or ruins, that enable us to know that & pyramid once occupied
that spot. The great Pyremid covers thirteen acres and is said to
be the largest building on earth, It was originally about four
hundred ond eighty-five feet high with sides, and the base was
squared, measuring seven hundred and sixty-four and & half feet on
each side. The four sides of the Pyramid met in an apex from which
six of the top most layers are missing. The angular slope of the
sides is fifty-one degrees. Some of the stones weigh sixteen touns,
and the joints are less than one-fiftieth of an inch, including an
almost microscopic layer of cement. The casing stones, which were
stripped over five hundred years ago to build Mohammedan mosques
in nearby cities, were cut as delicately as the works of a watch
and were laid over the layers of stone that compose this vast
structure. The casing stones, some of which are existing today,
were five feet wide, eight inches high and esbout twelve Ieet .Long.
Imagine the delicate workmanship necessary to shape these pleces
of alapbaster so that they made & continuous ascending angle, for
the surface of the four sides of the pyramid and the joints be-
tween these casing stones are said to have been no thicker than
& sheet of paper, and mind you, that included the cement that
bound the stones. Bverything sbout this structure is colossal and
awe-inspiring. :

The ancient entrance to thig pyramid is now thought to have
been the Sphinx which stands some distance from the pyramid of
Jeezeh. It 1s connected by the remains of an old corridor roofed
and lined with limestone leading to the temple against the eastern
walls of the Pyramid itself. 3ome writers tell us that the Sphinx
is the work of King Chephren, the builder of the second Pyramid .
end one of the greatest artists of Zgypt, and that the features on
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the face of the Shinx, which is & recumbent line, are thoge of
Ling Chephren., They drew this conclusion from the gimilarity on
tpe iaee oX the Sphint end the face on recovered statues oF Hag
Cheparen. Ierodotus, who vigited Egy»t four hundred and Tirty
years before Christ tells us that the Hgyptian nriest at Memphis,
ggyptg dated the Pyramid nine hundred years before Christ. Her

is whot Herodotus wrote concerning his visit to the zreat Pyramid:

"This »yramid was mede after the manner of steps, which

some call 'rows' and others, 'bases', and when they had first made
it thus, they raised the remeining stones with machines made of
short/pieces of timber, raisiny them first from the ground to ths
f%rst stage of the steps. When the stone got up to this, it wes
pleced upon another machine stending on the first stage, and so
from this, it was placed upon another machine and drawn to the se-
cond. 4s many as were the coursesc of the steps, s0 many machines
there were ©lso, or perheps they transferred one and the same
ma&chine, made so as eusily to be carried, to each ghags success-
ively, in order that they might take up the stones; for let it be
told in both ways eccording as it is reported. However that may
be, the hizhest »arts of it were finished first, and afterwsrds
they proceeded to finish that which came next to them, and lastly
they finished the perts of it near the ground and the lowest
ranges. On the pyremid it is declored in BEgyptian writing how
much wos spent on redishes and onions and leoks for the workmen,
anG, 1f I rightly remember thot which the interprcter said to me
in recding this inscription, < sum of one thousand, six hundred
tolents were spent.”

The interesting part of this crticle by Herodotus is his ex-
ploncticn of how the stounes, many of which weighed eround gixteen
tons, were hoisted to the differsesnt layers of the pyramid, and hs
says that he read from inscrintions on the Pyremid the cost of
onions and radishes for the workmen, and gave the amezing sum of
one thousand six hundred talents of silvert As the casing stones
which once covered the pyramid have disappeared, we have no way of
checking on the statement about this ianscription. Then, let ug
remember that Herodotus was a foreigner end had to take what *he
Egyptians tronslated. Some writers on the pyramid declare thatb
the stones were brought several hundred miles down the Nile River
and to the site of the nyremid when the Nile was at & flood sitage.
Others ere doring enough to express the opinion thet the builders
werce of & superior race whiceh lived on this eorth befors the pre-
sent race, aond thet they Lod the use of steam, electricity, and
other knowledge which is now extinet. Persontlly, I doubt this
theory.

Somo of the books on the great Pyromid advonce interesting
theories obout its origin and use., The mogt »orular one is tant
it wes bullt by Chcons with hundreds of thousands of loborers os
the buriel ploce of the king hinself, However, those who advonce
this theory do not bolieve that the king wes ever buried in this
structure.
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Another theory advanced by McCarthery is that it was erected -
by & superior race who lived before any present civilization, who
possensed knowledge that is now extinet, and erected this great
Pyremid as an initiabtory temple for architects and mascns, He
suprorts this theory by pointing out that so many things in the
Pyramid are useless other then to teach & lesson to a cendidate
who wag being initiated into some mystery, for example, & welil in
the heart of the Pyramid one hundred and forty feet deep, slanting
at & slight angle and having no water in it. Also, there is a
chember which was excavated from sclid rock one hundred feet be-
neath the base of the Pyremid. This chambsr has & finished ceil-
ing, and the walls are partly finished, but the floor is rough
and not completely excavated. He, also, points out peculiar ob-
structions in the pessage ways within the temple where one has to
crewl beneath overhanging stones and climb over stones thalt were
manifestly placed there Jjust for that purpose., This is inferest-
ing, but, of course, it cannot be proved,for the Pyramid, so far,
has been as silent .as the Sphinx. Other writers claim that the
Pyremid was built as an obaserveatory to siudy heavenly bodies and
thet at the time of its construction the North Star was in the
center of the little speck of sky visiblie when you stand at the
bottom of the long passage and look up and look out from the Ty~
ramid towards the heavens. So the theories go, but nobody knows.

It is interesting to note that the great seal of the United
Stotes bears on its reverse side a reniice of en unfinished pyra-
mid with the top of it missing just as the greet Eyremid is tcday
and has been for centuries. 4bove this unfinished apex on the
seal there is an eye, evidently meuning the ali~-searching eye of
God, and sbove this eye is this inscription, "Annuit Coeptis™,

& Ietin phrase which means, "God favors the undertaking™.

- The classic writers, Pliny and Diodorus, declare that three
hundred end fifty thousand men were employed by & king of Egypt
for a period of twenty years in the erection of the Fyramid.

Arehitects have estimated the cubical contents of stones
that originally comnosed the Pyramid at twelve thousend, seven hun-
dred and sixty million pounds of granite. The greabt Fyramid is
composed of two hundred and three layers of granite block, thosge
at the bottom being lerger and decrsocing somewhat in size as the
stone platforms rise nearly to the top, It is more then a2 colin-
cidence that the Pyramid is located in ths exact center of the
delta of the River Nile and, also, in ths exact ceuter in the
line on earth, &ccording to certein geofraphers. Sissmologists,
those who study earthquakes, volcarnoes, 2tc., declare thab thove
hes never been an earthquake shock of eny violence or gny vclicon-
ic action anywhere near the great Eyramid of dJdoeszeh, Ghey disucv-
ered this from the condition of the ewrith and rock straba in tog
vicinity of the Eyramid. The mathematical and astronomicsal phe
of the grest Pyramid are 21l but assounding. In the first pla
the great Pyramid is perfcctly orientabed; that is, it is ezact-
1y north, south, east, and west, There is only one other build-
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ing on carth todsy that aprroximates it in the exactness of its .
orisntation, end thaet is the Mormen Temple in Salt Iake City,
erected by a great astronomer-mathematician nemed Orsen Pratt.
tue reagon for the failure to exactly lecebe a building north and
sontn is the inscceuracy of the meynetic needle., No astronomer
would ever try to zind the north by the ordinary compass. The
builders of the Pyranid evidently had some way of finding the
exxact north, south, cast, and west.

The Pyremid has sclved the age-cld problem of how to "square
a circle”, that is, how to »nrcduce & circle whose outer curved
surtace, or circumfcrence, would be efucl to the length of a given
four~gided figure. Mathematiciens found that the ratio between the
height from the btuse to the tcp of the Pyramid and the sum of the
four sides o1 the basc was as one is to 2.14149 plus., In other
words, if one would take the height of the Pyramid as a radius
and describe & circle, the circumference, or ouber rim of that
circle, would equal exactly the sum of the four sides of the base
of the Pyramid. This is abstruce, and cverything about it will
be of intorest to thosc who have dabbied in higher mathematics,
It is interesting to me to note that the contents of the Holy of
Holies in Soloman's Yowmple was estimated onc-cighth of the cubi-
cal countents of the King's chember in the great Pyremid., The Ey-
ramid of Jcezeh is a mathematical marvel.

Jone of the long list of interesting visitors to the great
Pyramid has ever dispclled the notice concerning its origin nor
given any satisfuctory cxplanation of the purposs of the erection
of the great Pyramid. IFrom Herodotus, in tho middle of the fifth
century before Christ, down through the ages to Napoleon, who with
seventy thousand troops, visited the pyremids in 1798, and down
to the cgyptelozists ocnd pyramidologists of today, few of them
have ugrecd on the details about the grest Pyramid, even its size,
and nonc of them have told us cnything satigifactory ebout who
built it and why. The Pyramid now is open, at least in part, to
visitors. Therc is a Kinz's chamber on the fifticth layer of
stones cnd one hundred end ferty-thres feet cbove the base of the
Pyremid, The dimensions of this chember in the heart of the great
Pyremid ere theso: thirty-four feot in longth, scventeen feet in
width, cnd ninctecen fcet in height., ‘There is, also, 2 Queen's
chamber on the twenty-fifth level end seventy-six feet cbove the
basc of the Pyromide. “herc are passage weys to these chambers eand
down into the other rooms one hundred fcet in solid rock beneoth
the great structure. The King's chamber is lired with red granite,
which, we arc told, is beoutiful indecd ond contains only oans
crticle, an cmpty stone box without & 1id¥ Whet is in the tier
cbove the King's chomber, ond what is benecth the King's chamber,
nobodyv knows., .

The theology c¢f nacient Egypt connccted pyramids ond mumnies
in ¢ very vitel wuy, beccuse these old Dgypticns believed thatb
the spirit or soul of the doported wos connected with the body
on ecrth., They belicved thot if the body was destroyed, the wo

left
u.

1
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would suffer a horrible second death or aunihiletion. Therfore,
they built pyramids as buriael places for the great of ancient
Egypt. Bub, the amazing thing is that no one has been able to
find any evidence that & mummis hes ever been in the great pyra-
mid ofX Jeezeh, Now, 5us* what was in that empty box which the
pyramidologists call "the coffer", or what purpose it served, has
never been cdiscovered. Some gtudents of the great Pyramid main-
tain that this empty box was a universal standard of measurement
emong the people who built it., This hes never been proved to my
satisfaction,

In 820 A.D. Cglef al Ilamon determined to force an entrance

into the pyramid. As for as any one on earth knows today, he
was the first person to do so. He felt certain that it held not
only the mummies of ancient Lgyptian ‘ing but elso vast treasures.
He pressed into this surface tnousands of his workmen who labored
with no other tools than vineger to soften the stones snd, then,
used hemmers and chisles to chip it cwey. When they had gone

cbout onc hundred feet into the structure, having started twenty-
four feet above the ground, they were on the eve of giving up the
projcet when they heord o heavy thud in the interior of the
structurc to the right of where they were working. They hastily
chisled their woy 1& thet direction and burst 1nto a passage way
of chbsolute dorkness cnd ominous silence. This is the possage way
that is used today by trovelers who enter the tomb, These work-
men were nowW eincourced 10 press on «nd find vhe treasure which
the Cclef hed agreed to divide cmony them, They had not proceeded
fer up vhe passeze woy walch arose ot an angle of twentj—” X de-
grees whea vhey came vo & s0lid granite piece of stone thet
blocked vineir pussage. Uhe ipgenuously chisled around it, goiag
tarou h vhe stone of the gide waulls., Mind you, this must have
been o dificult towsik, for the Da8Bage Way Wes only forty-one in-
ches wide and forty-seven inchnes aijh. Taey had a0t gone fir
winen tiaey ren into another series of stones thet filled the pass-
a3e way, blocking it completely. They chisled ewey the first ob-
structioas only to have anotuer ons the scme slze to drop in its
plice, Iv acs been stated that there were twelve or thirteen
messive blocks of sand and stone tact had been Dlaced there by
someone wio aaa sousht to alscourg e cnyone from zoing up thaet
Do8sLze way.e aiter heving chisled owey the last stone, they pro-
ceeded a Tow feet further wunen ohey came to & Hecullar passige
wey with an elevoated ceiling mony times the heisht of the passoge
throuza wanich they had been travelin,. Proceedinzg tarouzh this
peculiarly wide and heizatcned Dossaze way, they noticed to their
rizht a dork hole just over the peassage way. ainloration dis-
closed e well several feet in diemeter going down turough the
layers 0L tne s50l1id stone for one nundred cad rorty reet, tilted
ot a slight an;le with novhing in it. As they procecded throush
this strange possage, clways trovelin towerd the center wnd up
in the Pyramld tacy cume o obstruciions over which had to climb
ond, also, to over-haazing stones under wihich they heod to crawl.
Wwnet it was all built for, who knows? 0. they went until they do
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forctcliing iuture events by meesuring they Pyramid is tle work
of Setan.
S0, as an 0ld couatry pr CChUL, I will stick to the Bibls,
but I will elways be interested who built the Pyremid and why.
"4in't this the queerest world that
ever you saw beiore,
With jest a peck o' trouble allus
nengin' round tue door!
But wouldn't it be dresry cnd would-
a't is ve sad
If vhis funny, great big world would
allus just ve glad?
We wouldn't zuow waat laushter is
unless we gaed a btear;
We'ld never kaow wiat Sorrow is
without a word o' cheer,
But yet U1cfﬂ’s alius some folks who
never &re conteads,
But allus arc a-doubtin' what our
grecious kather meant;
Yot ain't 1t o heap sizht better to
smile an' jest be (luﬁ
Then to git around a—LLJlﬂ' makin'
otner folks feel sad?"
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