























































































































































































































































































































Jogsiah's end Sarah's Scrap-book Set # 14
THE AMAZING FORTY DAYS

John 21:25: "And there are also many other things which Jesus
did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that
the world itself could not contain the book that should be written."

The four Gospels end with the words which I have quoted in the
text above. I am sure that the words, "many other things", refer
to the events.not listed in the amazing forty days which followed
the resurrection. There is no way of finding out from any known
human records the list of miraculous appearances and tender loving
ministries of Jesus between the time that He arose from the grave
on Easter morning, and when He tip-toed up the :nterstellar spaces
to teke His place at the right hand of the throne of God. We have
liwted ten appearances of Jesus. ive of these appearances occured
on Easter morning. Then, there are five which are to be credited
to the period between Easter and His ascension from Olivet. It may
be interesting to the reader to have a ligt of these appearances.

Those on Easter Sunday are as follows: first, to Mary Magda-
lene; next, to the women, Mary, the mother of James, Salome, and
Joanna on their return to the city from the %omb; then, to Peter‘
and John when they found the sepulchre empty; then, to the two dis-
ciples on their way to Emmaus; and the last appearance on.Easter
Sunday, that is the recorded appearence, was to the ten with Thomas
absent.

The only recorded appearances of Jesus following the Easter
Sunday are as follows: on the Sunday after Easter in the evening
Jesus appeared to the eleven with Thomas presents the second appear-
ance after Easter was to the eleven in Galilee on a mountains the
eighth record appearance was at the Sea of Fiberius when a group of
the disciples went fishing, and Jesus appeared on the shores then,
I Cor. 15:6 records that above five hundred brethren at once saw
Lim; then, the tenth appearance is recorded in Acts 1:3-8 and also
I Cor., 15:7 when He is seen by Jemes and then by all the apostles;
t?e climax to the amazing forty days comes with the ascension from
Olivet,

I have called this period in the eternal life of our Iord the
"Amazing Forty Days". To me it is the most interesting of.all the
written records of His blessed life. You know, we are told that
He existed before the world was. Also, we have records in the 0ld
Testament of His appearance from time to time, for instance, to
Abraham on the plains of Mamre. Then, we have His physical mani-
festation beginning with His birth in Bethlehem of Jude& in the
days of Herod, the king. The period of His incarnation ended with
His death on Calvary. Also, there was a period of time which W&
¥efer to as the three days following His death end proceeding His
resurrection which are accounted for in various ways., One rassage
tells us that He ascended and preached to the spirits in prison,

I Peter 3:19. Many Bible students take this to mean that He vigit
ed the upper bart of Hades where Lazarus was seen and mentioned by
our Iord. It is generally held by Bible students that since that
time, tpat 18, the time of Jesus! visit to them in the period be~
tween His death and resurrection, the upper part of Hades has been
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THE AMAZING ®ORDY DAYS (continued) D, 2

enpty, and the passage which says He led captivity captive explains
whet huppsned. These souls were evidently taken cut of their vempor-
ery sbid.ng place while they awaited for the shedding of hlood %iat
would make it pogsible for them to enter into the immediate presence
of God,

Then, come the times between His laying aside of the ghroud snd
lesving the tomk forever and Eis ascension from Mount Olivet. This
is the part ¢f His blessed life which we refer to as the amazing fcr-
ty days, DNow, let us keep in mind some of the lessons we may learn
from this period of forty dsys following His resurrection and proceed-
ing His ascension.

Pirst, we notice that He actually took His body out of the grave,
for there was nothing left there but a shroud neatly folded away and
discarded forever. Then, we recall that He offered to show the nail
prints in His hands and the wounds in His side to questioning Thomas.
We are certein that He took His body out of the tomb, and we can fol-
low Hig actuel physical existance until He ascended from Olivet. We
are told that at one time five hundred brethren sow Him paysically
present. We can safely conclude that His body is now in the immed-
iet presence of God. But, we also note that His body was changed.
He could gppear or disappear 8t will. He could reach distances in-
stentaneously. We comclude from this, in as much as He is the first
fruit of the resurrection, that we shall have similer hodies in the
trensformation that will come to us in death or after death or in
whatever experience we have which will culminate our pilgrimage on
this little ball called the earth.

We riote that He ate with His disciples, was moved with compass-
ion at their needs, asking them 2t the shores of Galilee i1f they had
eny breakfast. He was concerned about their failures. He was
moved with tenderness to speak first to Mary Megdolene aifter He left
the grave. No one kaows how many visits Jesus made to places ob-
scure 2nd in need. No one xnows how many He touzihed and blessed dur-
ing these forty days of post-resurrection ministry. Truly, does
John ey that if the records were complete, the world would be able
to hold the book. I% is just that way today,; Jesus is werking in a
thousand ways in places where no one would ever dresm that Hig
tlessed ministry had come. I am sure that His presence is felt and
recoznized in countless hearts today where no one would ever dream
that He makes blessed abode.

Another thing that we must note during this blessed period be-
tween the resurrection and His ascension is His willingness to answer
the honest Question of every hesrt. He offered His wounded side as
evidence t0 doubting Themas. Todoy, He offers the wounds in His
brow, Fis hand, Hig feet, and His side z2g indisputeble evidence to
a Qquestioning world.

Wwe note, zlso, His infinite compassion not only to Mary Magda-
lene but likewise to Simon Peter. How tender was the invitation to
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Simon to meet Him expressed in the words, "Go tell my disciples &nd
Peter!" Thang God for that "znd". That one little conjunction has
offered hope to many & discouraged soul., Remember, heart that has
failed, He includes you in every invitation to meet Him at the

place where the blessings are to be passed around and where the pow-
er is vo fall.

Ch, there is so much that one could say but time forbids. How-
ever, we dare not close without pointing the readers of thig little
article to the last thing that the world saw of the ascending Christ
as He was lifted up Dy the gravitation of His own divinity, to take
His place of power &t the ”l'ht hend of the throne of God; we are
told thet He lifted His hands in bles sing. The lest thing this
world ever saw of our blessed Lord was His hands uplifted in benedic-
tion und the nail prints in those hands. To Thomas, He olfered the
evidence of His wounded side; He left the world showing them His
hands., Oh, mervelous dsys of benediction--forty days of meniiesta-
tions of power. Do you wonder that I call them the "amazing forty
days"?

This amazing time in the eternal life of our Lord, that is, be-
tween the resurrection g¢nd the ascension, typifies and illustratos
the resurrected 1ife of believers who have shuffled off this mortal
coll and have been 1lifted into the fellowship of God. Jtudy these
deys, note the trensformotion in the body of Christ, note iHls @bili-
ty to move &t will over eny distaonce, to appesr Or dlb \ppear, note
His love-life was continued, note Els compassion was Jjust the sane,
note that He left this wor lu and swept upward into the very presence
of God! Mervelous forty dsys teaching us -of what we m&y hope for
in the life that lies DGJOdd the sunset.
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"Ol' Mistsh Trouble, he come aroun' one day

An! say, 'I gwinter git you, so you better run away.

I likes to see you hustle; dat's de way I has my fun.

I xnows I kin ketch up to you, .no matter how you runt?

I says: 'Mistell frcable, yocu has been a-chasing me

Ever since I ki remember, an' I'se tired as I kin be.

So I'se gwinter stop rig ht yere, -an' turn aroun?! a-

-f&CﬁqX Vou,

tnt lic V’you it I zin, ant fin* gud JObt what you kin

~ G0 - -

ga? Liouﬂh ﬂzouble, he looked mlgh“ily ashamed ;
He.geted like & buckin' Loss dat's suddenly been tamed;
An' del he burned an' traveled off, a-hollerin’,
4 Good day;
I 2inlt get tinme to fool around wif folks dat acts
dat way.'"”

e o500 00098
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"If you have a song to sing,
Sing it now;
Let the notes of gladness ring
Clear as song of birds in spring,
Let every day some music bring;
Sing it now.

If you have kind words to say,
Say them now.

Tomorrow may not come your way,

Do a kindness while you may,

Loved ones will not always stay,
Say them now.

If you have a smile to show,
Show it now;
Make Hearts happy, roses grow,
Let the friends around you know
The love you have before they go;
Show it now."

"L do not long for miser's gold
* . And hoard of jewels rare,
Nor for a mansion o'er my head-
For these I little care;
But I love the gold of sunset, the misty pearl of dawn,
The silent lace of spider web upon a dew-wet lawn,

I do not covet paintings old,
By famous masters wrought;
I love the rose and crystal light
In winter sunset caught; '
The purplc shadows on the hlllS, the jade green of the seca,
The red crown of the maples, the frost kings' artistry.

And so I'm quite content with gifts
That riches cannot buy-
The charming witchery of woods, the witchery of sky.
I thank Thee, God, for coiuion things,
Small joys of every day,
Blessings that make for faith and love,
And peace long the way."

— - . S5 IS S WS Cu aw WSS S SN e 00wy G

"Build a little fence of tyust around today;
Fill the space with loving trust,
And therein stay.

Look not through the shcltering bars upon tomorrow;
God will help thee bear vwaat comes
Of joy “k sorrow."
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SHALL WE KNOW EACH OTHER OVER YONDER?
by Josiah Hopkins

Text: "For now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face,
Now, I know in part, but then shall I know even as also I am known."
I Corinthians 13:12. :

Often, I have wondered why people ask ministers to preach on Hea-
venly recognition. The answer comes to me that the reason for this
concern is,of course, first,because of the sorrow and heart-break over
separation from & loved one. The second reason is due to a question
that was asked Jesus when He was here on earth. A group of Sadducees
came to Jesus to entrap Him in His speech and presented an hypotheti-
cal case sgying that if there were seven brothers, and each onc in
turn married a certain woman, whose wife would she be in the resurrec-
tion. The answer of Jesus to this question recorded in Matthew 22 :30
is of great interest to those who are concerned about whether we shall
know esch other in the other life or not. Here is what Jesus said:

"For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven."

Let us note, first, some of the things that Jesus did not say. He
did not say that they would not recognize each other in the future
life, but merely that there would be no marriages in heaven. TUpon ma-
ture thought, even by the most superficial Bible students or students
of human life, one readily sees why there would be no need for mar-
riages in heaven. Marriage was instituted in the time of man's inno-
cency for a companionship and for the propogation of the race_through
the medium of a home. Naturally, when the Bride of Christ has been
completed, and the heavenly population fixed, there would be no need
for the mating of the sexes in the life that is to be.

We note that Jesus did not say that souls who loved on thisg
earth would not love in the glorious life beyond the stars. TIove is
of God, and we are told that "God is love", so I am persuaded that
love that is reel, that is beautiful, and, therefore, divine laughs
at the changes incident to this earthly pilgrimage. Why, I am as
sure that I shall teke my loves, and you shall take your loves beyond
the grave as I am that Dives took his memory with him when he went to
Hedes as described in the parable by Jesus. If God creates in the
human heart the affection which we know as a mother!s love, would He
allow the icy hand of doath to erase from that mother's memory the
love for her child? If God allows the wicked to be tarmented by mem-
ories of lost opportunities, would He deny to His child in Glory the
ecstasy of continued love beyond this little life? No, I am as sure
that my heart will throb with all the real love after my hands are
still, and my lips have cesased to tell the story of loves locked with-
in the depths of my soul.

Jesus did not deny heeavenly recognition, but He even confirmed
itd In Mastthew 22:30 in His reply to these Sadducees who did not be-
lieve.in & resurrection, Jesus said that we shall be as the angels of
God in the life to come. .However, angels have names, their perscnal-
ities are as fixed as the personality of God, Himself. We kncw the
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names of three angels, ILuecifer, who fell, lMichael, the ministering
angel for the Jews, and Gabriel, the glorious herald who has borne so©
often from the Heavenly Throne messages of tremendous import to human
beings. If God allows ILucifer,who was once the glorious covering
cherub, as we are told in Ezekiel, to still exist in the cosmic uni-
verse under the name of Satan, if he still possesses his personality
and is recognizable anywhere, would God deny to His child the privi-
lege of a nsme and the continuity of perscnality? In fact, the Bible
tells us the very contrary is true. In Revelation we find that God
is going to make one of the privileges of the heavenly fellowship the
possession of a little white stone in which & name will be written,
adding that it will be known only to the possessor and to God, Him-
self, but that is a special privilcge to the saved personalities who
are recognized and known as such in the Glory World. My personal op-
inion is that our names will be as fixed as our personalities and
will be common property, but we shall have some private "pass word"
or name which will entitle the possessor to entry into certain holies
of holies, and which will protect him from dangers, perhaps, or possi-
ble limitations of which our finite minds know nothing today.

In Llark 12:25, 26, 27, just after God had spoken to Moses by
name and had discusscd Himself as the God of Abrgham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, being careful to call their namcs, the announcement is mado that
He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. Remember,
this is an answer to the question of the Sadduceecs as to who would be
known ss the husband of this much-married woman in the oé6ther life. It
seems that the intention of this passage is that Ged wants to fix on
the readers the knowledge that He is the God of the living, looking
after their love-life, their personsalitics, and fixing their identi-
ties through the endless ages of God eternal ycars., Surely, we shall
know each other when we meet on the streets of goldl

Peter, James, and John were able to recognizo lioses and Elijah
on the mount of transfiguration after the centuries had beecn piled up
into & millenium or more. The manifest reason for this recognition
is that both the bodies of Moses and Elijah had, in all probability,
been resurrected so that their spirits clothed in their earthly bc-
dies were recognized by the names that they bore here when they were
among men, We are sure that Elijsh went up in a whirl-wind attended
by a chariot of fire, and most Bible students are just as sure that
the ssme thing happened to Moses, not that he went up in the same man-
ner, but we are told in the book of Jude that the archangel, Michael,
disputed with Satan over the body of Moses. That, in no way, contra~
dicts the statement in the old Testament where it is announced that
God buried Moses. At any time since the burial of Moses on Nebols
lonely mountain side, God could have sent the archangel, Michael, to
attend to the resurrection of the body of Moses, That would be an
easy matter for the God who tied the atoms of our bodies in chemical
wedlock and gave us tissues and the function which we know of as hu-
man life, and He can just as easily send & fiat from the Great White
Throne and marshall the atoms wherever they have wandered and call
them back into the creation of tissue which we would recognize as the
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0old body. Yes, I am as sure that we shall rise in the sense of a phy-
sical resurrection as I em that I arose from my bed this morning. Let
us consider in this connection that Paul leads us to infer that the
atoms that compose the resurrected bodies will not be the same, but
that they will mske new tissue for the traensformed bodies, if such
can be called "tissue", which can not be told from the former becdy.
He uses the figure of a grain of wheat falling into the grouvmnd, it
crumbled into decay, but the wheat kernals on top of the stalk cen not
be told from the kernal that crurbled that it might give life to the
plant, Thus will our bodies be in the rosurrection. It is not the
exact identity of a group of atoms that will make the body recognizi-
blc, but the conformation of the face, the o0ld smile, the glowing per-
sonality and whatever atoms that compose the tramnsfigured body will
be the seme. Yes, personality is as eternal as God, Himself. +vhat can
the little vicissitudes of this earthly life have to do with changing
the imperial spirit of & man as he passes down the road of life and
makes his exit through the grave?l

We are going t0 recognize Jesus, for He tells us that where He
is, there we shall be also. We.can recognize Him by the print of
nails in His Hands and the thorn-marks on His brow. We are told that
the body that the disciples recognized on this earth was the body
thet ascended from Olivet. He is calleé the "first fruits of the
resurrection". Are we not, as followers of Christ, lead to believe
that if He went us with & recegnizable body, so shall we ascend tc
meet the Lord?

We are told in John 14 that the socisl associations of this earth
are to be continued into the after-life. We are even told that "in
our father's house are many mansions". We are told in Revelation of
a "heavenly Jerusalem} .and we are even given its dimensions, and the
most casual reader can discriminate between that and the city of Jer-
usalem that will be rebuilt for the millenial reign of Christ on this
earth. If we are to have the social association of home and city,
how could that be possible without the recognition of individuals?
Would God preserve the city life and the home life and, then, erase
the names from those who would compose such a sccial organizaticn?
Surely, we shall know each other over yonder!

As this text points out, we shall know each other better in the
other land than we have ever known each other over here. In this
life, wc see through a glass darkly; over there, we shall see each
other face to face. Incidentally, this text doesn!t refer particulars
ly to the fact that we shall meet the ILord face to.face., That is so
manifest that it is hardly worth pointing out, but we shall meet each
other and know each other face to face, There wWill be no stained
glasses to mar the vision of the real self. We can look into each
ether!s heart and see the struggles that the world could never sec
and see the beauty and the glorious things that were hidden in the
soul but were all so hidden from the eyes of fellow-men., The hard-
feelings, the prejudices, and the hates of this poor little world ar.
caused by glasses through which we look, but are glasses that aro
stained so that we see only darkly. Thank God for the blessed time
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.when we shall know as we are known,

My friends, dry your tears and turn your faces toward the future
with a smile and be certain that the folks you have loved and have
known in this life who are real Christians, you will know and love in
the life that is to come.

TRIUMPH

"It is not death to die--~
. To leave this weary road,
And mid the brotherhood on high,
Po be at home with God.

It is not death to close

The eye long dimmed by tears,
And wake, in glorious repose

To spend eternal years.

It is not death to bear
The wrench that sets us free

.From dungeon chain, to breathe the air
Of boundless liberty.

It is not death to fling
Aside this sinful dust,

&nd rise, on strong exulting wing,
To live among the Jjust.

Jesus, Thou Prince of lifed
Thy chosen cannot die; .-

Like Thee, they conquer in the strife,
To reign with Thee on high,"

®@ 00080 ¢ 0o oo

"ay down deep within their hearts, everybody s lconesome,
Far within their secret parts, everybody S lanescme,

Makes no differonce how they smile, -

How they live or what their style

Once in every little while everybody’'s lonesome,

People first in big affgirs--even they are lonesome.

Maybe like to put on airs; just the same, they're lonesome,
Men for whom existence blends
Every good; who gain all ends,
Still reach out their hands for friends; everybody s lonesome,
Women, silk-clad, jeweled fine; yes, they too are lonesome.

When their gems the brightest shine, they are just as lonesome,
Some must serve and some command;

All still seek, with groping hand,

Love, and friends who understand; everybodyl!s lonesome.

Tho! your gift of friendship S small, everyhody S lonesome.

It may answer someonel!s call; someone who 1s lonescme,

Give and give with might and main,

Give your hands, and join the chain;

And your gift will be your gain, sometime, when youfre lonocsome,"

-

~
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