











JOSIAH HOPKINS SARAH HOPKINS

PORTRAIT BY LILSPEN STUDIO...HOLLYWOOD PORTRAIT BY LILSPEN STUDIO...HOLLYWOOD



Red Letten ﬁDa%A

19335

First Broadcast on KFAC..............._.._... Jan. 2,1933
First Mail (two letters) ... Jan. 3,1933
First out-side “Gatherin’ "—First Pres. Church,

Hollywood oo Jan. 25, 1933
First Mention of “The Bugle” (but not

published) ... Jan. 26,1933
Red Onion School House and Miss “Flutie,”

L R SRR WY - March 4, 1933

First Gatherin’ of Neighbors—near Bronson and
Hollywood Boulevard with a great dinner on

Tl e b g e Aug. 27,1933
Church incorporated under California

6 SRt DRI 5 D Dec. 15,1933
Tent erected on present site for overflow

CrOWAS .o Dec. 31, 1933

1934

Barbecue on our present site—Argyle and

Yucca Streets..........oooooo . Jan.7, 1934
Celebration of States’ Day—Argyle and Yucca '

Streets oo Feb.4,1934

Ground broken for Country Church by Rev.
Levi Easton—99 years old................_... Feb. 25, 1934

Cornerstone for Country Church laid by
Benj. Whitehouse ... March 4, 1934

Publication of Country Church Album....March 15, 1934
Congratulatory telegram from President Franklin

D. Roosevelt ..o April 14, 1934
Church dedicated—Carrie Jacobs-Bond

ABSISHINE —-ooneresinisinasnanssrnsems msems s sioamesssunancns April 15,1934
Bill Baker’s (of Ojai, Calif.) 150-pound cake

displayed .8 oAl April 15,1934

First Columbia Don-Lee System broadcast as
sustaining feature, 8:00 to 8:30 A.M., released
locally through KHJ ... ... Aug.7,1934

First Coast-to-Coast on Columbia Broadcasting
System from the Hollywood Bowl—4:30 to

LR o B LT TR N S Sept. 30, 1934
First Vesper Service in the Hollywood
17 R M T TR S B Sept. 30, 1934
1935
First issue of Goose Creek Bugle............... March 1, 1935
One thousandth radio broadcast.................... Feb. 22,1935

First Sunday School Lesson Broadcast....March 10, 1935

Flower Day on Columbia System—
Coast-to-Coast ... April17, 1935

Started 1:00 P.M. Bible talks on KFAC....June 15,1935
Began asking for professions of faith by

o N Sept. 16, 1935
Second Annual Vesper Service in Hollywood
Bowl S TV VL o0 e Sept. 29, 1935

Third Anniversary Celebrated on Thursday..Jan. 2, 1936



THE “"GOOSE CREEK QUARTET"”
AND, INSET
W. A. “BILLY" BARR *RUDY SIMMONS, THE STOREKEEPER™
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"Hithento Hath the Lond
J‘}eﬁpa& Ua.”

“And Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and

Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us.” 1 Samuel 7:12.

N JANUARY 2nd, 1936, the neighbors gathered
%5/ on the grounds of the Country Church to “set up
a stone” of gratitude and praise to God for His
providential care of the little white church and all that
it means.

Samuel set up his memorial stone with the dedication:
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” I like that word,
“us.” All the army of Israel had done its part while
Samuel was offering “a sucking lamb—for a burnt offer-
ing” and crying unto the Lord. So Samuel said, “The
Lord helped us.” So has it been with the Country
Church. The Trustees, while they direct the operation
of the Country Church, do not constitute the “neighbor-
hood” that has supported this project with its prayers
and its money. This fact moved the Trustees to prepare
this monograph and to present it to you personally as a
slight expression of their appreciation of all that you
have meant to the Country Church of Hollywood.

We feel that you are rejoicing with us at the Lord’s
miraculous care of this little church and its work, and
will, therefore, read with interest the story of what God
has wrought.

With a prayer in my heart for God’s guidance, I went
to the Auburn-Cord Station station manager late in 1932
with my good friend, George Thomas, to ask for time
on KFAC for “THE COUNTRY CHURCH OF
HOLLYWOOD.” There was no such church! There
was even no site in mind at that time for such a church.
The station manager listened earnestly and even sympa-
thetically, but feared that the public would not be
interested in my “dream.” “It’s beautiful and wonderful,
but, will people listen to the hoofbeats of a horse that’s
been dead twenty years, and listen to a parson of a church
that doesn’t exist talk of days that are forever gone?”
But, he put me on the air, even if it was with fear and
trembling. For months, the program never paid the
station for the time! But, true to Auburn-Cord Stations
ideals, they forgot the deficit and allowed the Country
Church to stay on the air! God bless Mr. Don Smith,
and Mr. Cal Smith, and all the personnel of the Auburn-
Cord Stations, KFAC and KFVD, for allowing us to go
on when there was no earthly hope of the little church
paying its way.

The miracle was that the blessed people listened and
wrote letters and finally began to support the work. God
led us to choose the beautiful two acres at the intersection
of Argyle and Yucca Streets as the site for the little
church. This was the Bartlett home site, a spot admired
and loved by all Hollywood. Mr. Cecil Frankel, repre-
senting the Bartlett estate, graciously allowed us to lease
the property at a fraction of the real value. The gratitude
of every Country Church neighbor will ever be due the
Bartlett estate and Mr. Frankel for their gesture of
friendliness. It is our prayer that God will make it some-
way possible for the Country Church to own these two
strategically located acres before our lease expires on




our fourth anniversary, January 1, 1937. Philippians 4:19
has been our promise since we began the Country Church,
and we are claiming it to make this property secure for
this memorial church. We have about one year left of
our lease. God can do wonders in a year!

The Country Church has never cleared a penny!
Every cent of income has gone into the salaries of the
personnel, which has been from sixteen to twenty-four
persons, and for the erection of the church, the purchase
of our overflow tent and for the upkeep and improve-
ment of these two acres. The items of expense include
telephones, water bill, rent for grounds and seven offices
over the Master Life Insurance Building at Vine and
Yucca Streets; salaries of musicians, pastors, office
workers, Bugle publication and editing, mailing and
printing bills. From one old typewriter in our breakfast
room, the office equipment has grown to where seven
busy offices answer thousands of letters, and mail out our
bi-monthly paper. As it is with all growing things,
increase in the needs for expansion has kept ahead of
the income, so we have been happy to keep our finances
barely “out of the red” for the past few months.

Possibly, the two outstanding “meetin’s” of the three
years of life for the Country Church, have been the two
Vesper Services in the Hollywood Bowl. Our first one
was held September 30th, 1934; our next one, September
29th, 1935.

Another red letter event in the life of the little church
was its selection by the Columbia Broadcasting System
as a sustaining feature. We have broadcast forty-six
times on the Columbia, coast-to-coast network. We are
profoundly grateful for this great opportunity to pay
tribute to the faith of our fathers. The Columbia Don
Lee Broadcasting System, with station KHJ in Los

Angeles, and eleven others on the Pacific Coast, has
given us 297 broadcasts! Words prove poor mediums of
expression when I try to convey to Mr. Thomas Lee of
KH]J and the Don-Lee Broadcasting System, and to Mr.
J. Ellsworth Wiley, manager, some idea of the gratitude
in our hearts for their kindness in presenting the Country
Church programs, not only through their system, but
making it possible for us to broadcast to the nation.

Perhaps the greatest spiritual ministry of the Country
Church is the daily talk on the Bible by Josiah Hopkins.
Three hundred and forty persons professed faith in the
Lord over the telephone from September 16, 1935, to the
date of our third anniversary, January 2nd, 1936! For
this spiritual response to our ministry, we profoundly
thank God! As the Country Church accepts no members,
and tries to avoid all duplication of work done by the
churches of the city, these converts were urged to
find a church home among the hundreds of wonderful
churches in the area covered by the broadcast.

A friend who wishes to have the name with-held, put
$1,000 in our hands for the first year’s support of our
first missionary. This gift came unsolicited and unex-
pectedly. It is on deposit awaiting the selection of the
missionary. One hundred cents of each dollar will be
paid directly out of this separate and sacred fund for
the travel and support of this missionary.

A friend has promised to donate $10,000 for the
erection of an old-fashioned Brush Arbor as soon as we
can secure title to, or long lease of, the two acres which
we call “GOOSE CREEK.” For this expression of
interest and faith in our work, we praise God and
humbly thank the donor!

By the time you receive this presentation copy of our
Anniversary Souvenir, our Country Church Song Book



will be in the hands of the Rodeheaver Publishing
Company, Chicago. We pray that this compilation of
about three hundred of the precious hymns of yesterday
may be the means of bringing back to many congrega-
tions the memories that tie them to the churches of the
long ago, and refresh them with the renewed presence
of the Lord.

To you who have made this work possible by your
prayerful support, we pledge our utmost efforts with the
Lord’s help to serve you humbly and faithfully by keep-
ing alive the memories that are sacred to you, and to
brighten each day with a message through radio or
pulpit from God’s precious Book.

May God bless you, and keep you in the hollow of
His Hand.

“JosiAH HOPKINS.”

“And so we say good-bye. God bless you
and keep you until we meet again.

“May you face this day with courage and
be sustained by faith, and though you travel
far, so far, God grant your road will turn
this way again and bring you back to us
sometime in the Country Church of Holly-
wood.”




1888 W. WASHINGTON BLVD.
LOs ANGELES, CALIF,
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