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David W. Guion - (1892-1981)

David Wendell Guion was born on December 15, 1892 in Guion loved Texas and returned to premier his ballet,
Ballinger, on the plains of West Texas. He grew up listening to “Shingandi”, to become the official composer for the statewide
cowboy songs and to the music at camp meetings and church celebration of the Texas Centennial in 1936, and for the premier

services. He began piano study at age four, and gave his firs
solorecitalatagesix. Inhis early teenage years, he often playe
at the town’s silent movie theatre, improvising to match th
action on the screen. His first published work, The Texas Fox
Trot (1915), resulted from one of his ragtime creations on a
Saturday night. = The young pianist also played Bach a
Beethoven, and in 1911 he went to Vienna to study with th
famed teacher and pianist, Leopold Godowsky. Theo
of World WarI in 1914 forced Gulon to re ]

of his orchestral suite, “Texas”, fourteen musical sketches of
: Texas, commissioned by the Houston Symphony in 1950. His
i wever, remained in the East. In 1936 he pur-
sed. land and’ an historic farmhouse in the Pocono Valley of
\:collector of Americana and lover of early
rican pnmltive furniture, he furnished his spacious house
famlly possessions and added pieces he acquired in the
y. In 1965, construction of a federal dam on the creek
his property, forced the condémnation of his Pennsyl-
Home on the Range”, Hereturned to Texas, choosing
n Dallas, in the home his mother had built there in 1920,
e left West Texas.* Guion lived in the home on
o Drive until his death in 1981, at the age of eighty-
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training and gained the attention of Percy Gramger, Lawrence
Tibett, Helen Traubel, John Charles Thomasand Arthur Fiedler.
President Franklin Roosevelt particularly admired Guion’s
artful version of “Home on the Range”.




